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OUR UNDERSTANDING OF, 

AND APPRECIATION FOR, 

BIRDS AS REGULATORS OF 

INSECT PESTS IS FAIRLY 

RECENT (EARLY 1900s).  

AND MANY PEOPLE STILL 

DONôT REALLY GET IT.



IN 1921 IT WAS ESTIMATED INSECTS 

DESTROYED $1 BILLIONôS WORTH OF 

AG AND FOREST CROPS IN THE U.S.  

THAT WOULD BE $13 BILLION IN 

TODAYôS DOLLARS.  IT WAS ALSO 

ESTIMATED BIRDS PREVENTED AN 

ADDITIONAL LOSS OF 28%. 

(from The Practical Value of Birds  by 

J. Henderson)

BIRDS ARE MORE THAN 

JUST A PRETTY FACE



BLACKBIRDS



One of the greatest tributes to birds 

ñsaving the dayò is the Mormon 

ñSeagull Monumentò in Salt Lake 

City.  This sculpture by Mahonri 

Young commemorates 9July1848 

when California Gulls arrived en 

masse from nearby Great Salt Lake 

to consume Mormon Crickets of 

threat to the local wheat crop. 
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BASIC FACTS

Â The reproductive capacity of many insects is 
TREMENDOUS (without the aid of males, some 
females can produce all female offspring that do 
the same, that do the same, etc.)

Â Without checks and balances, especially birds, 
insects would over-run us

Â Bird metabolisms are high, requiring they eat 
much more food for their weight than mammals

Â Birds are opportunistic and can take advantage 
of insect abundance whenever, wherever


